
 

 

 
 
 
 

This program consists of 72 cards, each presenting a question that is open-ended. 
They are great for children in the older primary years and for adolescents. 

The cards are a great starting point for discussion and expression of ideas, thoughts and opinions. 
They prompt reflection on personal experience but also help develop awareness of others’ sometimes 

differing views and thoughts.  
 
 As students move through school, the language used in both classroom tasks and in social situations, 
begins to demand more “higher order” thinking.  Students are expected to be able to give and justify 
opinions, provide explanations, interpret facts and recognise different points of view.  These skills are 
often required for written tasks, but first it is vital that the individual can tackle them verbally.  
 
HOW TO USE THE CARDS.  A card is  simply chosen by the student and the question read. 
Note: It is NOT a reading task, so it is fine to read the card TO the student. 
After some moments of thought, the student answers and a discussion may then follow.  
Although a very simple task, the very act of choosing a card makes this activity a little more 
fun. In a group situation, each member may take a turn to answer.  
 
HOME PROGRAMS.  Some families find it difficult to practise higher order language tasks 
with their children, so having the cards and questions “ready to go” is a nice way to provide 
home practice.  At the end of a session, 5 cards can be sent home to be completed during the 
week. Each day the child chooses a card at random and chats about the answer. In my 
experience, parents love this.  
 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS TARGETED:  

*Giving opinions  *Justifying behaviour  *Providing explanations  *Persuading  
*Negotiating  *Determining causes or solutions   *Predicting outcomes   
*Making inferences *Determining relevance and priority of information  
*Expressing feelings and attitudes *Awareness of social “rules”   
 *Identifying positive and negative aspects of a situation *Interpreting non-verbal cues     

 

USES: 
*Social skills training – particularly useful for children with high-functioning autism 
*Language intervention for children in upper primary and secondary school 
*Language intervention with adolescents 
*Assessment purposes (of discourse) 
*Oral language groups 
*ESL classes or activities 
*Generalisation tasks for clients taking part in articulation or fluency  intervention 
*Written tasks  
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